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The California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society bids 
welcome to our party of railroad fans and Sunday excursionists. 
Some of you are here to ride over rails not regularly used in 
passenger service, some are along for a ride into the Mother 
Lode country, some to take pictures of our train in unusual 
locations, and there are some of us who are here for all of 
the aforementioned reasons, 


We of the California-Nevada Railroad Historical Society 
feel a slight bit of pride in the fact that this excursion 
marks another "first" in the annals of railfandom for to the 
best of our knowledge we will be the first passenger train 
to wend its way over the Amador Central trackage since Feb- 
rvary 1933, It is also quite appropriate that we visit a 
city in the veritable heart of the Mother Lode country in this 
Centennial Year of 1948, Jackson is one of the oldest min- 
ing communities in the state and for those of you who take the 
connecting school buses so graciously provided for our use by 
the Chamber of Commerce be sure to take note of the narrow 
winding streets, adobe buildings with steel shutters so 
reminiscent of the Gold Rush era, and the high porched side- 
walks which unevenly jog at various levels from the street, 
Don't miss the high buildings of the Argonaut mine to your 
right as you descend from Martell into Jackson and to your 
left the Kennedy mine, These two tap one of the widest and 
richest veins of gold in the nation and the tunnels of the 
two mines join far below the earth's surface, 


Thank-you for coming, we sincerely hope you will join 
us on other trips of the year and to come, If you are not 
on our mailing list leave your name and address with a repre- 
sentitive of the Society. 
THE EXCURSION COMMITTEE 
CALIFORNIA-NEVADA RAILROAD HISTORTCAL SOCIETY 
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The Story of a Short Short- Line 


The Amador Central RR 


The twelve miles by railroad 
between Ione and Martell, Cali- 
fornia, contain a hundred curves, 
a four per cent grade, an eleva- 
tion rise of 1,100 feet and twelve 
bridges. Small 
wonder therefor 
that the train of 
the Amador Cen- 
tral Railroad takes 
a full hour for the 
trip in either di- 
rection. 

Despite these op- 
erating difficulties 
the Amador Central 
has been giving 
service for 36 years. 
Right through the 
depression when 
most railroads were 
in financial straits, 
the Amador Central 
continued to give 


Not that a stark 
realist wouldn’t 
point out that 
through those years 
of depression the 
line got the reputa- 
tion of having the “worse road- 
bed in California” and that in 
1938 it applied for abandonment. 
On the other hand the fact that 
it has survived and has since im- 
proved its roadbed is a record in 
itself. 

The reorganization of the line 
in 1939 and the recent construc- 
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Late George Hark 


tion of the giant mill of the 
Amador Lumber company at 
Martell are in great measure 
responsible for the existance of 
the line today. The gold ore 
» which once consti- 
tuted the major 
4 shipments together 
with the fuel oil 
for the mine eng- 
ines are greatly re- 
duced. Since the 
beginning of the 
war even the twen- 
ty or so cars of 
concentrates des- 
tined for the Selby 
smelter have dwin- 
dled to one or two. 
Today the line 
mostly hauls lum- 
ber and fire brick 
from the pits near 
Ione. 

“Things have 
changed for our 
railroad since the 
days of its begin- 
ning,” says General 
Manager George 
Hark who has been 
a railroad man for forty years. 
“There was a time when we had 
a passenger service, but when 
the Southern Pacific discontinued 
their service between Galt and 
Ione we had to quit ours. At one 
time we used to have excursions 
every Sunday and holidays to the 
Oakland pier in Oakland. That 








Amador Central number 5 at Martell 


was about twenty five years ago. 

“Today we do not even have to 
maintain our freight cars. The 
freight cars which ply the rail- 
roads of the nation find their 
way to Martell via the Ione 
branch. of the Southern Pacific. 
‘There was a time when our ware- 
house would not hold the sup- 
plies coming in for the mines, 
ranchers, business men and lum- 
ber men of the Mother Lode 
country. 

“See those two barns. Their 
history goes back to before the 
railroad, and up to the advent 
of the motor truck they were 
used to keep teams in overnight. 
When the railroad first started, 
as many as a hundred head of 
horses were kept in them many 
nights. Today the transport trucks 
meet the train here and haul the 
merchandise away as fast as it 
can be unloaded.” 

The Amador Central was first 
organized under the name Ione 
and Eastern Railroad Company 
in 1906. The original promoters 
had to draw out, however, and 
let the contractor builders, Erick- 
son and Peterson of San Fran- 


cisco, take it over. ‘These men 
successfully worked the road, and 
up to ten years ago Mrs. Meta J. 
Erickson, wife of the original 
builder, was president of the line. 

Hark points with pride to the 
fact that all the equipment of the 
line, which includes three eng- 
ines, is repaired in the shops at 
Martell. Not content with this, 
the Amador Central shops rebuilt 
three tank engines from the Ne- 
vada Consolidated Copper Com- 
pany for resale. Though not in- 
tended for use on the Amador 


Central the 334 was used at Ione 3 


when a large trestle burned be- 
tween the fire-brick plant and 
Martell. The tank engine was 
loaded on a truck and moved to 
Ione to do switching between 
Ione and the burned trestle. The 
tank engines 331, 334 and 335 
have since been sold. 

None of the original equipment 
of the line remains in service. 
The old 4-4-0 brought to the 
property by Erickson and Peter- 
son was always considered num- 
ber one, though it was never so 
lettered. The number two was a 
shay which ‘was later sold to a 
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jumber company near Yreka, The 
three spot was also a shay and 
likewise was sold though no in- 
Mormation is on hand as to whom. 
The four was a 4-4-0 supposedly 
frm the S.P. though an inspec- 
tion of the S.P. records fails to 
confirm this. She was later used 
by a contractor near Placerville. 


“We are proud of our equip- 
ment and its condition,” Hark 
said, “and we have a right to be 
for just last month officials of 
the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission commended us on the 
fine condition of our engines and 
other equipment, because it was 
superior to most other Class 3 
railroads. 

“Wrecks? No, we have never 
had a serious one. However, we 
have had serious fires. In No- 
vember, 1939, a mysterious $5,000 
fire burned our round, house. In 
September, 1939, two large 
bridges burned and we suffered 
a loss of $18,000. A year before 
two other bridges burned at a 
$5000 loss.” 

5 The road took care of all the 
rebuilding programs necessary 
because of these losses with their 
own men and equipment. When 
the bridges burned in 1939, -a 
power shoval and bull dozer were 
obtained and the tracks were run 
around the areas where the 
bridges existed. Since the reor- 
ganization in 1939 a _ regular 








maintenance program has been 
followed with a subsequent im- 
provement in the roadbed. Most 
of the ties have been replaced 
and several of the bridges have 
been rebuilt. 

In the early days of the Ione 
and Eastern the major shipments 
consisted of gold ore coming out 
of the county and fuel oil for the 
steam engines coming in. Up 
until very recently however the 
major shipments were concen- 
trates from the mines on their 
way to the smelter at Selby, fire 
brick from the pits near Ione, and 
since 1940 lumber from the 
Amador Lumber Company at 


Martell. Since the war however 
the eighteen to twenty-two cars 
of concentrates each month have 
dwindled to three or four, but the 
fire brick and lumber shipments 
have increased. One bright spot 
is the increase in the shipments 
of ores of the “less precious” 
metals. Business requires the us- 
ual operation of a daily train and 
occasionally a second trip is made. 


One of the most interesting ac- 
tivities, of the railroad occurs 
every time an engine arrives at 
Martell. Carefully the engine is 
run onto the turntable. Then the 
fireman,. engineer, conductor and 
brakeman take their place at 
either end of the table. By man 
power alone, pushing on an iron 
bar, these: men turn the engine 
around for the return trip. 

— eae 


All cuts on Amador Central courtesy Sacramento Bee. 
Engine photos on opposite page by Eric Haldkiar, San Mateo, Calif. 





Motive Power of Amador Central 


The motive power of the Ione & Eastern and Amador Central 
as the text ahead stated started with the 4-4-0 brought to the 
property by Erickson & Peterson. 


Some reports place an 0-6-0 in service on the 
line which may be true as Erickson & Peterson purchased an 
engine of that.type from the Southern Pacific in September of 
1909, It was number 1055 built by McKay & Aldus in 1866, 


The 5, 6 and 7 which operated the line up to 1945 are 
listed below: 


5 4-6-0 18x24 57 165 19130 110000 Schenectady 1875 
Ex CP 189, 1584, SP 2023. Reboilered about 1920. 

6 2-6-2 17x24 44 180 24200 133100 Baldwin 1906 
Ex Klamath Lake R.R. No. 1 (Thrall, Calif. to Pokegama, Ore.), 
Builder’s no, 27686. 

7 2-6-2 16x24 44 160 18000 100000 Baldwin 1901 
Ex McCloud River RR. No. 8. Builder’s no. 18595. 


In 1945 a number 9 was added to the roster when the 
mate to the 7, former McCloud River Railroad 9 identical 
to the 7 bearing builder's number 18596 was purchased from 
the Yreka Western where it also carried the number 9, At 
the same time engines 5 and 6 were scrapped and it was pro- 
posed to sell the 7 on arrival of a diesel-electric. The 
diesel-electric arrived in the middle of 1945, but the number 
9 was sold to the Nezperce & Idaho Railroad and the 7 was 
kept for standby service. The diesel-electric was numbered 
8 and is a 44-ton engine built by Electro-motive., The Amador 
Central was one of the first western short lines to use this 
type of power, 





EXCURSION PLANS FOR COMING MONTHS 


May 23rd - Bay Area Electric Railroad Ass'n tour of Key 
System postponed from the 9th, 

June 6th ~- Bay Area tour of Municipal Ry of SF instead 
of IER steam trip postponed to August, 

June 12th - Northern Cal party trip on McCloud River RR 


freight. 

June 20th - Cal Nevada excursion over Sierra Railroad 
(tentative). i 

June 26th - Ry Club of So. Cal. "Apache Holiday" 7-day 
trip 

August - Bay Area trip over former electric trackage 


in the East Bay by steam power. 
October 9-10 R&LHS trip over Southern Pacific narrow gauge. 
Sections planned out of both LA and S.F.. 


For information: ; 
Bay Area & C-NRHS Arthur Lloyd 1045 Virginia 
Berkeley 2, Cal. 
Nor. Cal. & R&LHS Francis Guido Box 668 
San Mateo, Cal, 
Ry Club of So. Cal. PO Box 116, Los Angeles 42, Cal. 
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TRONA RAILWAY ORDERS DIESELS 

The Trona Railway has ordered two 2000-h.p. diesel-electric 
locomotives from Baldwin Locomotive Works. They are scheduled 
for delivery late this year, -- news clipping 4/15/48 Whitmeyer 


LAST S.P. SCRAPPINGS LISTED 

With the following scrappings all further engine scrappings 
on the S,P, (and W.P, also it is reported)will be discontinued: 
3101, 4-6-2, at Los Angeles 3/12/48; 1127, 0-6-0, at El Paso 
3/24/48; 4000, 4-8-8-2, at Portland 4/2/48, The 20 new diesel 
electric switchers will be distributed as follows: 10 for T&NO 
lines, 3 for Pacific Electric and 7 for Pacific lines (1393-1399). 
The 1400's, 0-8-0, will soon be renumbered to make way for more 
dieseleelectric switchers, -- Fred Stindt 


SANTA FE SELLS MALLETS TO VIRGINIAN 

The following Santa Fe mallets have been sold to the Virg- 
inian Xailway: 1790 to Vgn.-738; 1791 to 739; 1792 to 737; 
1793 to 740; 1794 to 736; 1795 to 741; 1796 to 742, 1797 was 
scrapped at Albuzuerque 8/30/47.---R.P, Middlebrook 


YOSEMITE VALLEY ENGINES SCRAPPED AND SOLD 

Yosemite Valley engine 28 was reported at Pittsburg for 
scrapping early in April while YV 29 was seen at Calexico in 
the later part of the same month, Both are 2-6-0's, 


TIDEWATER SOUTHERN ENGINES ON SACRAMENTO NORTHERN 

Electric motor 106 of the Tidewater Southern has been acq- 
uired by the Sacramento Northern and has been assigned number 
670 though reports have placed her in service lettered SN but 
numbered 106, The Tidewater Southern's 44-ton diesel, 135 is 
also being used by the SN on the weed-killing train, Western 
Pacific's ddiesel switcher 510 was used as a booster on freights 
out of Oakland during -the power shortage, 


NEW REDWOOD LUMBER LINE NOW IN OPERATION 

The A, K, “ilson Timber Company is using Hammond Lumber 
Company trackage at Fairhaven and the line between Samoa and 
Fairhaven, Motive power is former USA #7699, a 0-4-0 gas motor 
built by Davenport Besler Corp in 1941 serial 2339, - Borden 


STOCKTON TERMINAL & EASTERN ENGINE REPAIRED 

Dispite fears expressed in the last issue that #1 of the 
ST&E would never run again the #1 was reported at WP's Stockton 
roundhouse having a new driver installed. The 4-4-0 is one 
of the oldest engines in regular service, -- Bill Stoddard 


WESTERN PACIFIC PLANS CTC FOR VALLEY LINE 
The WP has decided on installation of full Centralized 
Traffic Control between Stockton and Oroville. 


SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL RAILWAY ANNOUNCES TIMETABLE OF CHANGES 

The Muni officials have announced dates for the change-over 
to busses as follows: : 

June 6 - lines 5 and 21 with 33 and 22 gas busses respectively 

July 4 - lines 6 and 7 with 13 and 32 gas busses respectively 

Auge 1 - lines 3 and 4 from Fillmore west only with 4 gas 

busses each, 

Dates to be a on the 22 and 25 lines with 32 and 16 coaches 

each, 

The 22 line will be the first to be converted to trolley 
coaches and the 5, 21, 6 and 7 to follow later. 126 street cars 
will be retired and stored at Lincoln Way yard pending sale, 

The Turk and Fillmore barn will be closed when the above plans 
are completed, The Ten new street cars are still expected in 
June and bids for the 50 more are now being sought, 
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